
 

January 6, 2019 – The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

MASS INTENTIONS  

David Cormier 

    What would happen if a group of Romanian Gypsies or Afghan Muslims 

showed up at the parish or chancery, announcing that they had come to find 

the reformer who was about to make our church into what it ought to be? Our 

answer depends partly on where we position ourselves and how much the 

current state of affairs benefits, disturbs or disfavors us. No matter our starting 

point, we might find it a little disconcerting that the visitors, enthusiastic about 

our change, have come from another culture and faith tradition. Happily, the 

minute they admit that they got here by following a star, a good number of us 

would heave a sigh of relief and write them off as migrating citizens from a 

funny farm. 

    The Gospel of Matthew tells us that when a similar group showed up in 

Jerusalem around the year 6 B.C.E., King Herod and the religious leaders took 

them rather seriously. The travelers got their attention by using the “K-word.” 

    Today, the story of the Magi combines with our reading from Isaiah to 

remind us that Emmanuel is still waiting to be discovered in what we might 

think are the most unlikely places and by the most unlikely people. It is highly 

improbable that a band of gypsies or a group of Muslims is going to show up 

at our doors. At the same time, there are serious seekers, contemporary magi, 

all around us. They are young people who are consciously hungry for a 

spiritual nourishment that they have not found in our churches and catechisms. 

They are women, young and old, who feel they have been treated like 

unwelcome outsiders when they come to the temple to offer their gifts. They 

are the more than 10 percent of the U.S. population who identify as “former 

Catholics,” not necessarily because they lack faith, but because they have been 

injured, feel rejected or believe that the church has so betrayed her vocation 

that their conscience does not allow them to participate in it. These are the 

people whose sincere seeking, like that of the Magi, can be a wake-up call to 

those practicing in the church. 

    As we begin our new year, today’s liturgy urges us to listen to the seekers 

who want more than they have found in conventional religion. Their searching 

reminds us that God is bigger than any ritual or tradition and is always waiting 

to encounter us anew, somewhere beyond our expectations. 

Any changes to your address, 
email or telephone please call 
Geri at the Church Office at 
252-249-3687 or email: 
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com 

 

 Readings for  

January 6, 2019 
 

Is 60:1-6 

Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-

13 

Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 

Mt 2:1-12 

MASS CARDS 
Mass Cards are now available 

in the Church vestibule on 

the literature rack as well as 

in the Church Office.   

Please follow the instructions 

found with the cards. 

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome 

you to register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth 

and hospitality in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be 

kept abreast of current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to 

NC Catholic, the Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table 

in the lobby. If you have any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during 

office hours.  If you are visiting us today, please introduce yourself after Mass! 



 
 

                       
 

                      Prayer Requests 
 

                       Please keep all of the men 
                       and women in the armed 
forces and our allies who work daily to 
keep us free and for those who have 
returned either broken of mind or body in 

your weekly prayers. 
 

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

Please keep the following parishioners, 
relatives and friends in your prayers 
throughout this week. 
 

Hank Albee                 Jason LeBrun 
John Barrie                  Harry Levin 
Hugh Donohue            Scott Lovendahl 

  Andrea Eriksen            Richard Mastriano 
     Baldera                   Randy McCuller 

  Janice Eckloff              Denyse McGovern                 
  Teri Ferris                    Mike McGovern 
  Sheila Flaherty            Enrique Paula 
  Susan Fromm              Peggy Richards 
  Karen Halloway          Robert Ross 

Eddie Harmon             Eleanor Taylor 
Peter Hagerman          Charles Toler 
Juan Hisada                Velma Toler 

  Nancy Huff                 Nicholas Ward 
  Tony Innocenti           Georgia Mae Webb 

 
 

Gert Klingmann          Lorraine Weeks 
                     

**Please take note** 

Confessions will be heard in the chapel, on the 
4th Sunday of each month, after Mass at 11:45 

THERE IS A NEED FOR  
Sacristans (prepare the altar 

before Mass), Greeters, 
Lector/Readers, and Altar 

Servers. 
 Please call Carol Glorioso at  

252-249-2404 

Offertory last Sunday - $1391.00 

 

 

Musical Outreach with Will Martin 

Join Prime Time and the Pamlico 

Musical Society on January 8, 2019 at 
1:30 pm at Oriental United Methodist 
Church as Will Martin conducts 
an Informance, free and open to the 
public. Reception to follow. 
  
Originally from New Zealand, Will is 
known as the "Crossover Tenor" whose 
recordings have topped the Classical 
Charts. Famous for his engaging 
performances, his work spans many 
musical genres and appeals to all 

generations. 

 

Low Gluten Hosts are available. 

Please let an usher or the sacristan 

know before mass. 

Martha’s Circle is a ministry formed to 
help fellow parishioners during illness or 
following surgery with meals, grocery 
shopping, rides to appointments; doctors, 
PT, etc. 
  
If you, or if you know of anyone who, 
could use this help please let us know. 
 
Evelyn Scozzafava - scozza@live.com – 

249-3903 

 

Thank you to all who contributed a 
poinsettia for our altar display.  
They are available for pickup 
after mass on Sunday.   
To keep them happy place out 
of direct sunlight and drafts.   
 
A few ice cubes in the pot once or twice a 
week is sufficient water. 

 
Enjoy! 

  Dottie Gallagher 
 

This Sunday is  

Food Pantry Sunday 

 
Please bring a nonperishable 

to donate to the Food Pantry. 

Each Christmas season we 
are introduced to this child 
anew, the God of creation in 
the vulnerable guise of          
a newborn child, the                
one who is Emmanuel.  
 
In the year to come, how 
will we proclaim this child 
to all we meet? Perhaps we 
will have the opportunity to 
bring his light to places of 
darkness. Perhaps we will 
recognize him in the faces of 
the ones our society has cast 
aside. Perhaps in our 
ventures into the great 
outdoors, creation itself will 
bring us new insight into our 
Creator God.  
 
If we are attentive, we will 
find that every moment of 
our lives our God is longing 

to reveal Godself to us. 

 

Sunday we have the Rosary at 

9:55 am in the chapel. 

Everyone is welcome to join us. 
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